SONOGRAPHER BEST PRACTICES FOR INFECTION PREVENTION AND CONTROL:

REPROCESSING THE ULTRASOUND TRANSDUCER

Appendix 2: Reprocessing the Ultrasound Transducer and

Step 1

Cleaning

Step 2

Disinfection

Step 3

Storage

Step 4

Traceability

Ancillary Equipment
Procedure complete

Inspect and discard transducer cover

Clean transducer thoroughly
until visibly clean

Rinse and dry if required per IFU

Choose appropriate
disinfection/sterilization method

Sterilization

Rinse and dry, if required per IFU

Label with disinfection level,
storage date, and maximum storage
duration, and store in a storage
cover, box, or cabinet

Document the
reprocessing details

.

~

Critical first step - if inadequately cleaned,
disinfection/sterilization may fail

Ensure manufacturer IFUs are followed

Ensure handle, indentations, etc. are
cleaned

Ensure transducer is visibly clean before
disinfection/sterilization

Visually inspect transducer to ensure no
damage to the transducer (e.g., cracks)

Disinfect any ancillary equipment used

.

Decision is based on the previously
completed procedure and next procedure
or inventory storage requirements (e.g.,
accreditation standards, etc.)

Necessary to remove & inactivate pathogens
Ensure disinfectant/sterilizer IFUs followed

Use approved and transducer compatible
products

Ensure transducer handle, indentations, etc.
are disinfected properly

Perform process validation (e.g., chemical
indicator, cycle parameters (number,
temperature, and soaking time))

.

Proper storage prevents re-contamination

Maintain distinct separation of clean (based
on disinfection level) and dirty transducers
(i-e., not in the same storage area)

If transducer is to be immediately used,
refer to Appendix 1 to select transducer
cover and gel

Necessary for traceability purposes

Record tranducer model, operator,
disinfection level, and date and time.

Record patient details

HLD = High Level Disinfection; LLD = Low Level Disinfection; Cover = Transducer Cover; IFU = Instructions for use






