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SONOGRAPHER BEST PRACTICES FOR INFECTION PREVENTION AND CONTROL: 
REPROCESSING THE ULTRASOUND TRANSDUCER

Appendix 1:  Preparing for a Sonography Procedure

Step 1
Determine 
Expected 
Spaulding 
Classification

• Classify transducer based 
on intended use (refer to 
Appendix 3)

•	 Confirm patient
circumstances have not
changed prior to procedure
(e.g., fresh wound, rash,
etc. on skin)

•	 If in doubt, choose a
higher level of disinfection
for transducer to ensure 
patient safety

What could the transducer or cover contact 
during the procedure?

Risk of contact 
with sterile tissues 

(e.g., blood, 
organs, etc.)

Risk of contact 
with mucous 

membranes or 
non-intact skin 

Only contacts 
intact skin 

Step 2
Select 
Transducer

• Select appropriately 
reprocessed transducer 
from storage or reprocess
on demand

Critical Semi-critical Non-critical1,2

Step 3
Traceability

•	 Record details about the
transducer, reprocessing,
patient, personnel, date/time,
etc. for traceability purposes

Step 4
Select 
Transducer 
Cover

• Selection based on 
upcoming procedure and
transducer type selected 
for the procedure

Step 5
Select Gel

• Selection based on 
upcoming procedure and
transducer type selected for 
the procedure

• Ensure unused portions of 
single use gel are discarded
and not re-used

•	 Refilled gel bottles are not
recommended

•	 Toss multi-use gel bottle if
used in an isolation setting

Sterile 
single-use gel 
preferred

Single-use 
non-sterile gel 
required

Single-use 
non-sterile gel 
preferred

Non-sterile 
multi-use gel 
bottle may be 
used (not refilled, 
no contact with 
patient)

Sterile 
single-use gel 

required

HLD 
transducer, 

if sterile 
transducer 

not available

Sterile 
transducer

HLD 
transducer

LLD 
transducer

Document procedure and patient details

Sterile 
cover 

required 
for HLD 

transducer

Sterile 
cover 

optional 
for sterile 
transducer

Sterile cover 
preferred;
Non-sterile 

cover 
required

Non-sterile 
cover 

optional

HLD = High Level Disinfection; LLD = Low Level Disinfection; Cover = Transducer Cover
1 Non-Critical (Guidance¹) procedures require a transducer cover (type of procedure determines sterility) and sterile gel. The transducer may be 

LLD unless it comes in contact with mucous membranes, non-intact skin, sterile tissue or blood, which requires HLD. See Appendix 3.
2 Non-Critical (Guidance2) procedures require a sterile transducer cover and sterile gel. The transducer may be LLD unless it comes in contact 

with mucous membranes, non-intact skin, sterile tissue or blood, which requires HLD. See Appendix 3.

Appendix 1: Preparing for a Sonography Procedure

Step 1
Assess 
Classification

• Classify transducer based
on intended use (refer to 
Appendix 3)

• Confirm	patient
circumstances	have	not	
changed	prior	to	procedure	
(e.g.,	fresh	wound,	rash,	
etc. on skin)

• If	in	doubt,	choose	a
higher	level	of	disinfection	
for transducer to ensure 
patient safety

What could the transducer or cover contact during 
the procedure?

Risk of contact 
with sterile tissues 

(e.g., blood, 
organs, etc.)

Risk of contact 
with mucous 

membranes or 
non-intact skin 

Only contacts 
intact skin 

Step 2
Select 
Transducer

• Select appropriately
reprocessed transducer
from	storage	or	reprocess
on	demand

Critical Semi-critical Non-critical

Step 3
Traceability

• Record	details	about	the
transducer,	reprocessing,	
patient,	personnel,	date/time,	
etc. for traceability purposes

Step 4
Select 
Transducer 
Cover

• Selection based on
upcoming	procedure	and	
transducer type selected 
for	the	procedure

Step 5
Select Gel

• Selection based on
upcoming	procedure	and	
transducer type selected for 
the	procedure

• Ensure unused portions of
single	use	gel	are	discarded	
and not re-used

• Refilled	gel	bottles	are	not
recommended

• Toss	multi-use	gel	bottle	if
used	in	an	isolation	setting

Sterile 
single-use gel 

preferred

or

Single-use 
non-sterile 

gel 
optional

Single-use 
non-sterile gel 

preferred

or

Non-sterile 
multi-use gel 
bottle may be 

used (not refilled, 
no contact with 

patient)

Sterile 
single-use gel

HLD 
transducer, 

if sterile 
transducer 

not available

Sterile 
transducer

HLD 
transducer

LLD 
transducer

Document procedure and patient details

Sterile 
cover

Sterile 
cover

Sterile cover 
preferred 

or 
Non-sterile 

cover 
optional

Non-sterile 
cover 

optional

HLD = High Level Disinfection; LLD = Low Level Disinfection; Cover = Transducer Cover




